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Preface

In January 2004, | proposed an actionary research feasibility study regarding the
establishment of a Cork Children’'s Chorus to the Cork City Council (Department of
Recreation Amenity & Culture). It was subsequently awarded a grant to secure its

completion.

This study, now completed, has been arranged in the following manner:

A City of Cork Children's Chorus:

An Actionary Research Feasibility Study Proposal.

The original feasibility study proposal presented to, and approved by, Cork City Council
(Recreation Amenity & Culture Department) in January 2004.

Introduction:

Cork Children’s Chorus

An introduction to the Cork Children’s Chorus, its principles, policies and practises.
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Cork Children's Chorus:

Week-by-Week

A summary of the artistic and administrative work undertaken between February and
June 2004 which led to the establishment and initial development of the now 100-strong

Cork Children’s Chorus.

Conclusion:

Music works in the community through the establishment and professional management

of city-based children’s choir

A summary of the conclusions drawn visa-v the success and future of the Cork

Children’s Chorus.

Cork Children’s Chorus \Workshop / Audition Process

A detailed account of the Cork Children’s Chorus workshop / audition process.

Cork Children’s Chorus 2005 and Beyond...

A description of Cork Children’s Chorus artistic programme, provisional performance
schedule and selected repertoire for 2004 / 2005. Also, preliminary details regarding

Cork Children's Chorus artistic programme for 2006.
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Appendices

The appendices present archival material pertaining to the Cork Children’s Chorus.

Appendix A:

Cork Children’s Chorus Press Archive

A collection of press material pertaining to the Cork Children’s Chorus. Archive entries

are listed chronologically and include details of origin, title and author, where known.

Appendix B:

Cork Children’s Chorus Sound Archive

A list of recordings featuring the Cork Children’s Chorus. Archive entries are listed
alphabetically by title of recording and include, where appropriate, details of ftitle,
subtitle, origin of recording (recording company and date), format (LP, audio cassette,
CD), performers, composition(s) featured, and information regarding its availability and

accessibility (i.e. sources).

Appendix C:

Cork Children’s Chorus Catalogue of Commissions

A catalogue of Cork Children’s Chorus commissions to date. Catalogue entries are
arranged alphabetically by title and include where applicable, details of subtitle, text,
date composed, publication, details of commission and dedication, first performance,

and information regarding the original manuscript and other accessible sources.
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Appendix D:

Cork Children’s Chorus Week-by-Week: February - June 2004

A week-by-week diary account of the administrative work undertaken during the start-
up months of the project culminating in the Cork Children’s Chorus Civic Launch as

hosted by the Lord Mayor of Cork at Millennium Hall on Wednesday, 16 June 2004.

Appendix E:

Visual Brand Development

by Allin Gray BMus - Design & Print

Information regarding the Cork Children’s Chorus visual brand development process

together with a summary of the Cork Children’s Chorus brand intent.
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A City of Cork Children’'s Chorus:

An Actionary Research Feasibility Study Proposal

City of CerK Children's Chorus

Millions of children throughout the world face lives without
vision or hope. They live in conditions lacking stimulation and
challenge. Some are fortunate enough to have the opportunity to
join others in the pursuit of art, music, or sports and
consequently new meaning enters their lives.

The wonder and excitement of children singing has thrilled
people for centuries. When we listen to the voices of children
we can envision a harmonious world where race, colour, ethnic
and cultural background do not separate, but bring us together.
There is a growing need for more positive activities for children,
for greater opportunities for them to learn about people from
other cultures.

[International Society for Children’s Choral and Performing Arts]

An Actionary Research Feasibility Study Proposal prepared and presented by:
Cork Opera Works
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We, Allin Gray, Sonya Keogh and John O’Brien, collectively known as Cork Opera
Works, wish to play our part in the establishment and management of the

City of Cork Children’s Chorus.

In our vision:

the chorus will be made up of 100 children between the ages of 10 and 14.

of this 100 children, 60 children will represent the main chorus while the
remaining 40 will be treated as a training chorus.

the children’s chorus will meet on a once-weekly basis in a designated rehearsal
venue with two hours rehearsal being given to the chorus and one hour to the
training chorus.

each session will afford the children vocal training, musical education, social

contact and cultural experience.

the rehearsals will facilitate the necessary repertoire which will allow the children
perform in concert and at civic ceremonies in the short term and become involved

in children’s opera in the long term.

the City of Cork Children’s Chorus will promote an equality of access to artistic
opportunities among Cork communities.

the children will represent not only themselves and their respective families but
also their schools and local communities.

the children, as a group, will ultimately represent their City of Cork.

We propose to undertake an actionary research feasibility study entitled:

A City of Cork Children’s Chorus: Music works in the community through the

establishment and professional management of a city-based children’s choir.
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We propose the study be pursued in the following manner:

Phase I - Laying Foundations - February 2004

During this phase of the study, it will be our primary objective to establish contact with

eight selected local communities in the Cork City area via:

* Local Schools
* Youth Centres
* Community Centres

» Cork RAPID Programme
It will then be necessary to gain the specific support and assistance of:

* School Principals
* Music Teachers

+ Parents Committees
and the more general support of:

* Youth Groups

* Community Groups

+ Cork RAPID Programme
« Ogra Chorcai

* An Garda Siochana

» Cork School of Music and other such educational institutions

At this stage of the study, it will also be necessary to ascertain whether the City of
Cork Children’s Chorus would be best served by the establishment of a City Board of

Directors acting as guardian of the chorus and as mentor to Cork Opera Works.
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Phase 11 - Shaping the Future - March 2004

With the support of local communities, the aim of this phase of the study will be the

formation of the children’s chorus. To this end, it will be necessary to:

* audition a large number of children in a wide variety of venues, including,
schools, parish halls, churches, youth centres, community centres etc.

* secure a rehearsal venue where the chorus can meet on a once-weekly basis.

* select and purchase a suitable repertoire.

« offer places to 100 children representative of a cross section of the community.

* obtain permission from the parents of these children.

* gain the support of these parents.

+ form a Parents Committee.

* issue the parents of each child with a rehearsal and performance schedule.

* initiate once-weekly rehearsals.

Phase III - A Children's Chorus in Action - March to June 2004

At this stage of the study, a children’s chorus will have been set-up and weekly
rehearsals will have begun. It will now be necessary to work through the agreed
rehearsal schedule towards the goal of a concert performance. Such a performance
will be invaluable as it will give children, their parents and the facilitators a point upon

which to focus their combined energies and attention.

It is our aim that such a performance will mark the end of our actionary search feasibility
study: Music works in the community through the establishment and professional

management of a city-based children’s choir.
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Conclusion - July 2004

This coming July, we will be in a position to submit our conclusions regarding the

feasibility of this project.

If our findings are deemed favourable and the City of Cork’s Children’s Chorus is to be
supported, then the Children’s Chorus is already in existence and can be further
nurtured and developed at the beginning of the academic year 2004/2005. If, however,
our findings indicate that such a venture is at this time unfeasible then all has not been
lost, as a positive and complete artistic experience has been enjoyed by all involved in

the study.

The establishment of a city-based children’s chorus is much more than an exercise in

civic pride as it allows art reach into the heart of a community.

While we at Cork Opera Works possess the skill, experience, enthusiasm, and
commitment demanded by this venture, we need the financial and practical assistance

of the Cork Community Arts Office, if it is to go ahead.

We hope that you will consider our proposal and look forward to hearing from you.

We can each be contacted at:

Cork Opera Works

Cliffdene, Castlegreina Park, Boreenmanna Road, Cork.
Telephone: 021 4321 785

Web: http://www.corkoperaworks.com

Email: info@corkoperaworks.com
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Introduction:

Cork Children’s Chorus

Cork Children’s Chorus - General Information

Cork Children's Chorus is a chorus of 100 children aged between 10 and 17 years from

Cork city and county.

Each of these children have been selected from a workshop / audition process and

together represent a broad cross section of musical, social and cultural backgrounds.

As members of the Cork Children's Chorus, the children meet every Saturday during
term time. These once-weekly rehearsals prepare the children to perform in concert and
at civic ceremonies in the short term and become involved in choral competition and
children's opera in the long term. Each session affords the children vocal training, music

education, social contact and cultural experience.

Cork Children's Chorus is a project which promotes an equality of access to artistic
opportunities among Cork communities. The children of the Cork Children's Chorus
represent themselves, their families, their schools, local communities, and ultimately,

their city and county in song.
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It is our belief that music should be made freely available to each and every child. To this

end we are currently seeking grant assistance, sponsorship and friends’ contributions.

The Cork Children's Chorus is a non-profit-making education outreach programme,
developed by Cork Opera Works and supported by Cork City Council, RAPID, the Triskel

Arts Centre, and the Ireland Funds.

CorK Children’s Chorus - Performance History

The Cork Children’s Chorus Civic Launch took place on Wednesday, 16 June 2004 at
Millennium Hall, City Hall, Cork and was hosted by the Lord Mayor of Cork, Clir Colm

Burke. Repertoire included Jubilate Deo Praetorius and Nigra Sum Casals.

Subsequent performances include the premiere performance of the composition /n
Memoriam 3-11-04 written by Cork / Spanish composer Angel Climent in remembrance
of the victims of the Madrid bombings. This concert, with the Cork Youth Orchestra
conducted by Tomas McCarthy, took place on Monday, 28 June 2004 at 8 p.m. in St

Francis Church, Cork.

The Cork Children’s Chorus is at present negotiating its position in the Cork 2005:
European Capital of Culture celebrations. A full programme of events will be available in

the coming weeks.

Information regarding future performances and Cork Children’s Chorus workshops and
auditions is available from the Cork Opera Works office at 021 4321 785 or alternatively
can be accessed by visiting our websites at: www.corkchildrenschorus.com and

www.corkoperaworks.com
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Cork Children’s Chorus - Mission Statement

Cork Children’s Chorus will comprise of 100 children aged between 10 and 17
years from Cork city and county.

Of this 100 children, 70 children will represent the main chorus while the
remaining 30 will be treated as a training chorus.

These 100 children will be selected by the staff of the Cork Children’s Chorus
based on their ability, motivation, attitude, and aptitude as explored in an hour-long

workshop / audition.

Cork Children’s Chorus will meet on a once-weekly basis in a designated
rehearsal venue with two hours rehearsal being given to the main chorus and
one hour to the training chorus.

Each session will afford the children vocal training, musical education, social
contact and cultural experience.

These rehearsals will facilitate the necessary repertoire which will allow the
children to perform in concert and at civic ceremonies in the short term and

become involved in children’s opera in the long term.

Cork Children’s Chorus will promote an equality of access to artistic opportunities
among Cork communities.

The members of the Cork Children’s Chorus will not be subject to fees.

Cork Children’s Chorus will instead generate its funding through grant assistance,

sponsorship and friends’ contributions.

Cork Children’s Chorus will foster multidisciplinary involvement.

Cork Children’s Chorus will promote interdisciplinary awareness.

Cork Children’s Chorus will promote audience regeneration and development.
Cork Children’s Chorus will develop a personal and professional training

programme for its mentors and staff.
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The children will represent not only themselves and their respective families but
also their schools and local communities.

The children, as a group, will ultimately represent the City and County of Cork.

CorK Children’s Chorus - Child Protection and Welfare Policy

We have initiated the development of the Cork Children’s Chorus Child Protection and

Welfare Policy.

This process is being aided and encouraged by the Southern Health Board through their

provision of information, advice and training.

It is our aim to produce a policy document in Autumn 2005. This document will be guided
by, and in keeping with, the Department of Health and Children’s publication Our Duty to

Care: The principles of good practice for the protection of children & young people.

Cork Children’s Chorus - Teaching and Performance Practices

Pedagogic philosophies and methodologies which influence our teaching and
performance practices include the Orff Method, Kodaly Method and Doreen Rao Choral

Music Experience. Sessions incorporate:

Imitation
Exploration
Improvisation
Literacy

Creation
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Cork Children’'s Chorus - Interdisciplinary Awareness

It is our aim to foster awareness among members of the Cork Children’s Chorus as to

the collaborative and interconnected nature of the arts in production.

We have scheduled Art and Drama Workshops for members of the Cork Children’s

Chorus to take place during the Autumn midterm break at the Triskel Arts Centre, Cork.

These workshops will compliment the Cork Children’s Chorus Artistic Programme 2005

through the dramatic exploration and artistic realisation of a number of selected themes.

Cork Children’s Chorus - Arts Participation Scheme

We promote audience regeneration and development by offering reduced-price tickets
for a variety of Cork Opera Works concerts to the members of the Cork Children’s

Chorus and their accompanying parents and guardians.

This scheme facilitates access to a wider musical and cultural experience for members
of the Cork Children’s Chorus while it also strengthens audience numbers and improves

public awareness for Cork Opera Works.

Cork Children’s Chorus - Staff Structure

Sonya Keogh BMus MPhil - General Manager, Artistic Director & Vocal Coach

Sonya Keogh is acknowledged both locally and nationally as one of Ireland's leading

Mezzo Sopranos.
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Cork born, Sonya spent her teenage years in Dublin where she took her first voice
lessons with Maciej Smolenski at the Royal Irish Academy of Music. Aged twenty,
Sonya returned to Cork and continued her voice studies with Robert Beare at the Cork
School of Music. During her student years, Sonya combined a love for travel with her
incessant desire to improve. She attended master classes all over Europe and in 1997,
was awarded an ltalian Government Scholarship which allowed her to attend master

classes with Victoria de los Angeles at Accademia Musicale Chigiana in Siena, Italy.

Sonya made her concert debut at the Cork Opera House in December of 1999 when
she was introduced to Cork audiences by Cara O'Sullivan. She has since performed in
concert at numerous prestigious venues nationwide and has sung with with many of
Ireland's leading singers including, Cara O'Sullivan, Suzanne Murphy, Mary Hegarty,
Marie Walsh, and Regina Nathan. In 2000, Sonya made her operatic debut when she
appeared as Flora in the Opera Cork production of La Traviata at the Cork Opera House.
She has since prepared and performed the roles of Mother (Amahl and the Night
Visitors), Dido (Dido and Aeneas), Lazarillo (Maritana), Mercedes (Carmen), Suzuki
(Madame Butterfly), and Maurya (Riders to the Sea). Indeed, in her most recent
appearance as Maurya in Vaughan Williams' Riders to the Sea, Sonya was described

by the Irish Times as 'outstanding'.

An honours graduate of the Cork School of Music and an honours postgraduate of
University College Cork, Sonya's more general experience includes lecturing at
Certificate and Third level, choral conducting, voice coaching, concert management,
publicity, and promotion. During the forthcoming academic year 2004 / 2005, she will
begin her PhD, a study of women in music in twentieth-century Ireland, under the

supervision of Professor Harry White at University College Dublin.

Sonya lives in Cork with her family and continues to enrich, support and promote the

cultural life of her city.
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John O'Brien BMus MA - Musical Director

John O'Brien, an alumnus of the Schola Cantorum, St. Finian's College, Mullingar,
graduated with a first honours BMus degree and a Masters Degree in Conducting from
the Cork School of Music. He continues to pursue his conducting studies with George

Hurst at the Canford Summer School of Music, in the South of England.

In theatre, John has been, Director, Musical Director, Composer and Writer for numerous
productions: including Jesus Christ Superstar and The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe at the Cork Opera House; Oliver and Anything Goes at The Everyman
Palace, Cork; The Sound of Music at the Theatre Royal in Waterford; and Jesus Christ

Superstar and Deirdre at University College Cork.

In 1996, John was a founder of the Togher Children's Choir, and has been their Musical
Director from its inception until November 2003. The choir performed at City Hall Cork on
numerous occasions, at the University Concert Hall, Limerick and at Aras an Uachtarain
for the President, Mary McAleese. The choir hosted and performed with the African
Children's Choir and the Guelph Chamber Choir (Canada). They represented Ireland at
the Choir Olympics 2000, Linz, Austria, winning a bronze medal, and at the North Wales
Choral Festival 2003, taking silver.

With the UCC Choral Society as conductor since 1998, John has toured to ltaly twice,
London twice, Spain, and Wales and has conducted Vivaldi Gloria, Fauré Requiem and
Handel Messiah (Part I). John founded Seraphim, the semi-professional female vocal
ensemble in 2002, performing works by Britten, Elgar, Holst, Casals and Chilcott,
Pergolesi Stabat Mater at The Cork International Choral Festival, as well as Irish
composers, Michael Holohan, Alan Cutts, and the premier performance of C.S.L.

Parker's Songs for Seraphim.
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John has been appointed Chorus Master with Opera 2005, is a member of the Artistic
Advisory Board for the Cork International Choral Festival, and a part time lecturer at the

Cork School of Music.

Ciara Moroney BMus MA - Repetiteur

With a first class honours BMus Degree and Masters Degree in Piano Performance from
the Cork School of Music, Ciara Moroney has firmly established herself as one of

Ireland's finest young musicians.

A native of Cork, Ciara studied piano with Jan Cap, winning many prizes at both a local
and national level. She has participated in master classes with Marcel Baudet, Tatiana
Zelikmann, Vladimir Tropp and Philip Martin among others. Ciara has won numerous
internal awards from the Cork School of Music including the "Student of the Year
Award", the "HETAC Bridget Doolan Memorial Prize" and CIT's "Registrar's Prize" for her
outstanding achievements at both undergraduate and postgraduate level. In 2002 she

was awarded the Yamaha Scholarship in national competition.

Ciara has appeared as soloist with the Cork School of Music Symphony Orchestra,
Wexford Sinfonia, and the Kilkenny Youth Orchestra, and in recitals at the Crawford Art
Gallery and the Cork School of Music as well as many other venues throughout the

country.

Keenly interested in duo playing and chamber music, Ciara has worked with Keith
Pascoe (violin), Louisa Dennehy (flute), Michelle Fleming (violin), Sonya Keogh (mezzo-
soprano), Bridget Knowles (mezzo-soprano) and Gordon Garde (baritone); and
collaborated with the RTE Vanbrugh String Quartet for the opening concert of the Cork
Orchestral Society's 2002/03 Season.
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Allin Gray BMus - Design & Print

Born and educated in Cork, Allin Gray held a variety of positions in London, including a
three years with the Metropolitan Police, before returning to Cork in 1995 to study at the

Cork School of Music, where he graduated with an honours BMus in 2000.

On completion of his undergraduate studies, Allin took a position as administrator of the
Irish Association of Youth Orchestras, based in Cork City. This demanding position
involved all aspects of the running of the organisation. Allin was general manager of the
IAYO Festival of Youth Orchestras, which is held annually in the National Concert Hall,
and also managed the South East Regional Youth Orchestra and the Western Region
Youth Orchestra. He represented IAYO at the European Association of Youth
Orchestras and the Forum for Music in Ireland, and has engaged in assisting both those

organisations in their work.

Among Allin's many office skills are financial administration, print & design, web design
and development, information management, and board development. Although no longer
working with IAYO, he keeps in contact with the network, and lends his experience and

voice to securing funding for the organisation.

A guitar player by trade, Allin is a musical pluralist, having performed classical, jazz,
rock, folk and techno / drum and bass. He spent several years as guitar player with the
Cork School of Music Jazz Big Band and has performed widely throughout Cork and

Ireland.

Allin is presently on scholarship at the Cork School of Music compiling and editing the

first phase of a complete edition of the works of Cork composer, Aloys Fleischmann.
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Cork Children’s Chorus - Mentor's Programme

The Cork Children’s Chorus weekly rehearsals and public performances are assisted by
ten voluntary staff. These volunteers are young adult performers with an interest in

choral music and come from diverse musical, social and cultural backgrounds.

Cork Children’s Chorus - Training and Development

We are at present developing a suitable training programme for our mentors and staff.

In the forthcoming academic year 2004 / 2005, it is our intention to initiate training the

following areas:

First Aid

Child Protection and Welfare Policy
Bullying

Personal Development

Professional Development

From Togher Children’s Choir to the Cork Children’'s Chorus

Togher Children’s Choir was founded in 1996 by John O’Brien and Trevor Hussey as
part of the Togher Youthlink project. In 2001 they were joined by Sonya Keogh acting as

part time vocal coach.

For the duration of the project, the average membership was 35 children, boys and

girls, from Togher and the surrounding areas.
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Between 1996 and 2003, the choir was involved in concert, competition and stage
production at local, national and international level. Highlights of its career included
singing for President, Mary McAleese at Aras an Uachtarain and representing Ireland
and winning bronze at the Choir Olympics 2000 in Linz, Austria, and winning silver at

the North Wales International Choral Festival 2003.

Their repertoire included Pergolesi Stabat Mater, M. Haydn Missa St. Aloysii and the

Irish premiere of Whitehead Mass for All Creatures, among other works.

Togher Children’'s Choir and their families hosted the African Children’s Choir, The
Guelph Chamber Choir (Canada) and a collaborative choir drawn from Catholic and

Protestant schools in Belfast.

In 2003, John and Sonya discussed the need for a professional structure to be put in
place so as to secure the choir’s future. It was later decided, as part of Cork Opera
Works, to create a City of Cork Children’s Chorus, combining the experience and ethos
of the Togher Children’s Choir with an inclusive vision afforded by a professional artistic

and administrational structure.

Members of the Togher Children’s Choir continue as members of the Cork Children’s
Choir while past members, now aged 18 and over, continue their connection with the
Togher Children’'s Chorus in their capacity as mentors of the new Cork Children’s

Chorus.

Cork Opera Works - General Information

Cork Opera Works is, at present, a performance company of almost two hundred

collaborative artists.
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It is our belief that the result of our artistic endeavour will be the creation of an
infrastructure with which a sustainable program of opera in Cork, the South and beyond

will become both possible and viable.

The Cork Children’s Chorus is Cork Opera Works’ non-profit-making education outreach

programme.

Directors: Allin Gray BMus; Sonya Keogh BMus, MPhil; John O'Brien BMus, MA.
Opera Works Ltd, Cliffdene, Castlegreina Park, Boreenmanna Road, Cork.

Tel: 021 432 1785 Email: info@corkoperaworks.com Web: www.corkoperaworks.com



Cork Children's Chorus:

Week Beginning

From the outset of the project it was clear that a high degree of efficiency and
organisation would be required if we were to be successful in our endeavour to
establish a city-based children’s chorus. Each week began with a list entitled ‘This
Week’s To Do’. The numerous and varying jobs were first listed and then sorted into
headings. From the headings, we soon became aware of specific areas which were to

demand our ongoing attention. These were:

Venue

Design

Endorsement

Press and Publicity
Consultation

Network Building

Public and Private Funding

Artistic and Project Development

A week-by-week diary account of the administrative work undertaken during the start-

up months of the project appears as Appendix D on page 45 of the study.




Conclusion:

Music works in the community through the establishment and professional management

of city-based children’s choir

Given the overwhelming public response and show of support for the project, Cork
Children’s Chorus can be seen to promote arts participation among Cork communities.
This is further supported by the fact that 30% of Cork Children’s Chorus membership

emanates from RAPID areas.

With a further 30% of Cork Children’s Chorus membership commuting from Cork county
to attend weekly rehearsals and related activities, the future development of the chorus

must be pursued on a county-wide scale.

While it can be concluded that ‘Music works in the community through the establishment
and professional management of a county-based children’s choir’, a greater community
involvement together with committed arts partnerships will play an instrumental part in
the future growth and development of the Chorus. Public and private funding will,
however, secure its future as an integral part of the arts infrastructure of the city,

county and country.




Cork Children’s Chorus \Workshop / Audition Process

In choosing 100 children to join CCC, we were not just looking for children who were
good singers and could perform well in a pressured audition situation. We were looking
for choral singers, and not soloists. A special audition process had to be devised that
allowed our staff to individually assess each child, while not subjecting them to the
trauma of a normal audition. We also wanted to provide them with a positive experience
that would encourage them to keep singing, even if they were not chosen for the final

100.

The process that we finally arrived at, after much discussion and planning, was to give
choral music workshops, which allowed us to achieve our aims in choosing singers for
the choir. There was no advance preparation required by the children, and all were
given an equal chance to show their abilities - not only at singing, but also in their ability

to work well in a group.

As material for the workshop, we used a round - Jubilate Deo - by Renaissance
composer Michael Praetorius (see illustration), sourced in Doreen Rao 'Choral Music

Experience for Classroom Choirs' (1993).

Although a relatively easy tune to remember, with three distinct two bar phrases in the

key of C major, Jubilate Deo presents several technical difficulties which allowed us to
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assess the children's vocal and musical abilities. It allowed an accurate assessment of
each child's ability to sing rhythmically and in tune, hold their line in part singing, learn

vocal techniques, and of their ability to work in a group singing situation.

First Contact

Appointments for workshops were made by telephone to the Cork Opera Works office,
generally by parents and teachers, and in a small number of cases by the children
themselves. The workshop / audition process was explained to each person,
emphasising the fact that it was not an audition process in the usual sense, and that the
workshops were an end in themselves. Each person was asked for a telephone
contact number, and the name of the area in which they lived. If they expressed an
issue with the central location of the workshops, they were offered one in their own
area, where available. Each candidate was assigned a workshop time and location, and

a reference number for our records.

Children and parents were greeted by a staff member of CCC on their arrival at the
audition venue. Parents were requested to fill out a contact form (see illustration), and
were given an information sheet explaining what would happen after the audition
process was complete (see illustration). Each child received a sticker with their
reference number (i.e. A4, F1) and were given a copy of Jubilate Deo. In order to be
impartial, the workshop facilitators would refer to each child by number and not by
name. When the workshop staff were ready to proceed with the next group, the
children were escorted to the auditorium / room as a group. Parents were assured that
they could stay and observe if they wished, however, we did encourage them to leave
the premises, as we felt that in the majority of cases, the children would be more

comfortable in the absence of parental observation.
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The Workshop / Audition

The 'Jubilate Deo Choral Workshop' is approximately 50 minutes in duration, and
involves groups of between 10 and 15 children per workshop. The children arrive in the
auditorium / workshop area as a group, having been previously met in another room.
The emphasis is, at all times, on making children feel as comfortable as possible, while

challenging them, and trying to get the best from each individual.

The workshop begins with introductions to the CCC staff, namely John O'Brien -
Musical Director, Sonya Keogh - Vocal Coach, and Ciara Moroney - Repetiteur. The
children are then led in some physical warm-ups to encourage them to relax and afford
them improved posture (jogging on the spot moving only their knees, stretching upwards

and outwards, rolling their shoulders, etc.).

They are then taught some simple breathing and blowing exercises, encouraging them
to discover their diaphragm and intercostal muscles while also examining their rhythmic
aptitude. They sing, call and response, on the five italian vowels 'ha, ho, hoo, he, hee'

with the resultant aural effect resembling that of an accelerating steam train.

Then follows the 'yawn chorus', which involves the children each yawning in turn
combining representative physical gestures with a vocalised yawn, stimulating the
children to open their mouths and throats to produce a well-rounded sound. Each child

then ‘yawns’ in turn creating an aural and visual ‘mexican wave’.

The workshop now proceeds to Jubilate Deo. The round is first sung by Sonya, with a
chordal improvisation by Ciara on the piano. This is repeated, following which, the

structure, form, and origin of the music are explained to the children. (see illustration).

Sonya then sings the song again and the children are encouraged to join in if they feel
comfortable to do so. As they begin to sing, details are pointed out to them to help them

fully grasp the shape and structure of the piece.
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Work is done on the exact pronunciation of the words, and a forward projection
together with well-rounded vowels are encouraged. The children are asked to sing the
song imagining that they are brass trumpets. This is realised through asking the children
to sing with voluptuous big lips with their hands placed close to their mouths in imitation
of a trumpet’s bell. Subtlety is introduced in the second phrase with the children being
encouraged to perform the phrase as though string players in an orchestra, or some
other instrument, at the suggestion of the children. The last phrase, doh(c’), soh(g"),

doh(c’), is sung as if played by drums or timpani.

When the children are comfortable with this level, they are split into groups to sing the
round in two, three, and finally four parts. Ultimately, they are encouraged to sing
individually, or in groups of two, in up to three part cannon. Where it is suspected that

certain children might find this experience stressful, this exercise is avoided entirely.

The session finishes with a free performance of Jubilate Deo with every child
choosing their own starting point, tempo, volume and expression. The resultant jubilant

cacophony is one of anarchic elation.

The children are then returned to their parents, and the facilitators discuss the merits of
each child, and assign them both a numerical marking and comment on their musical and

social ability.

Ultimately, the children who are chosen for Cork Children’s Chorus are those who can
sing rhythmically and in tune, can absorb elements of musical and vocal technique, can

hold their line well in polyphony, and who work well within a group dynamic.




Cork Children’s Chorus 2005 and Beyond...

CorKk Children’'s Chorus - Artistic Programme 2004 / 2005

The Artistic Programme for September 2004 to December 2005 consists of:

Weekly Rehearsals

Some fifty weekly rehearsals, amounting to over 150 contact hours, will allow us to:
teach selected repertoire.
develop music and vocal skills.

stimulate social and cultural awareness and interaction.

Workshops / Auditions

One full day of hour-long Cork Children’s Chorus Workshops / Auditions will allow us to:
assess members of the Training Chorus.
offer members of the Training Chorus opportunity to progress to the Main Chorus.
offer some sixty children from Cork city and county the experience of a Cork
Children’s chorus workshop.
recruit new members.

promote the Cork Children’s Chorus.
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Mid Term Art and Drama Workshops
Art and Drama workshops for members of the Cork Children’s Chorus will run for three

full days during the Hallowe’en mid term break. It is our intention that they will:

promote multidisciplinary involvement.

develop interdisciplinary awareness.

forge relationships between Cork Children’s Chorus and other art practitioners.
reinforce existing arts partnerships.

further expand the Cork Children’s Chorus arts network.

nurture social, artistic and cultural development for members of the Cork

Children’s Chorus.

Concert Performance

A regular concert performance schedule encourages:

art and artistic exchange.

personal and professional development.

new and renewed participation in the art form.

parents and family, together with the wider community to recognise the talent and
achievement of their children as individuals and as part of the group.

Cork Children’s Chorus parents and family to acknowledge the effort made by
them on behalf of their children.

members and parents to renew their commitment to the Cork Children’s Chorus.
increased public awareness and support for Cork Children’s Chorus.

civic pride and ownership of the Cork Children’s Chorus.

National Choral Competition

In addition to the above, the irish choral competition experience:

facilitates objective feedback.

develops the children’s sense of qualitative analysis.
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acts as a stepping stone to international choral competition.

Opera Experience

In addition to the benefits listed in support of regular concert performance, the opera

experience:

facilitates multidisciplinary experience and involvement.

develops interdisciplinary awareness.
Festival Appearance
Again in addition to the benefits listed in support of regular concert performance,

festival appearance:

facilitates a fun-filled family day out in a ‘Picnic in the Park’ atmosphere.

Cork Children’s Chorus - Provisional Performance Schedule 2004 / 2005

Dec ‘04 Lord Mayor’s Gala Christmas Concert at City Hall, Cork
Jan ‘05 Cork 2005: European Capital of Culture Opening Gala Event

Mar Cork 2005: European Capital of Culture St Patrick’s Day Event

Mar Cork 2005: European Capital of Culture Easter Event

Apr Cork International Choral Festival Cork Children’s Chorus Lunchtime Concert
Apr Cork International Choral Festival Youth Competition

May Hansel and Gretel

Jun Woodford Bourne Summer Festival ‘Picnic in the Park’

Nov Cork 2005: European Capital of Culture Festival of a Thousand Voices

Dec Lord Mayor’s Gala Christmas Concert at City Hall, Cork
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Cork Children’'s Chorus - Repertoire 2004 / 2005

Main Chorus

Mass in G - Schubert

Music from the European Classical tradition. Arranged in three parts with a
number of solo opportunities for young soloists. Each movement works as self-
contained piece for concert performance and is also short enough to be
performed at sacred service. The work can be performed with string orchestra

(with optional wind & perc.) or alternatively with piano or organ.

Nigra Sum - Pablo Casals

Early twentieth century part-song. Features unison, two and three-part singing,
with piano accompaniment. Latin words help develop good tone. The andante
tempo challenges and breath control demands the application of a sound

technique. Poetic text describes the rising-up of the oppressed.

Poor little Children - Anon.

Negro Spiritual. Unison. A capella. Challenges vocal technique and aural skills.

Away in a Manger - arr. J O’'Brien (a Cork Children’s Chorus commission)

New arrangement of the traditional Christmas Carol.

Suantrai - Alan Cutts

Simple arrangement of traditional Irish lullaby in Irish by local composer.

Hi Faléro - Donal O’Callaghan (a Cork Children’s Chorus commission)

Lively arrangement by local composer, in Irish.
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When You Sing Beneath a Star & The Big Blue - C.S.L. Parker
(a Cork Children’s Chorus commission)

Featuring jazz harmonies, lush textures and poetic words by Irish composer.

Hansel & Gretel - Humperdinck
Cork Children’s Chorus introduction to the opera genre, consisting of a short lively

chorus.
Amabhl and the Night Visitors Menotti - arr. Allin Gray

(a Cork Children’s Chorus commission)

A children’s Christmas opera, with choruses arranged and rewritten for SSAA
children’s chorus.

Training Chorus

Jubilate Deo - Praetorius

Canon.

The Sally Gardens - trad. irish melody, words by W.B.Yeats, arr. Benjamin Britten

A Child is born - Anon.

Canon in 5 parts.

Hansel & Gretel - Humperdinck

Amabhl and the Night Visitors Menotti - arr. Allin Gray

(a Cork Children’s Chorus commission)
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Cork Children’s Chorus - Notes on Repertoire 2004 / 2005

by John O’Brien BMus MA - Musical Director

To learn one three minute song in three or four parts, and to get it to an acceptable
performance standard, in these early stages of development for the chorus, will take up
to ten contact hours with the children, and so the repertoire must be chosen to be
suitable for many different occasions, allowing multiple performances of each piece. It
can also be argued that a musician only really begins to understand a piece of music
after multiple performances, and when they can become aware of the audiences

different reactions to it.

| began training the Togher Children’s Choirin 1996. As well as learning a lot about my
own conducting methods, | learned a lot about what repertoire works and what doesn’t.
The funniest thing was that some of the pieces we worked on, at the suggestion of
some of the children, were arrangements of pop songs and songs from musicals. While
the children enjoyed listening to this music when someone else performed it, it became
very tedious for all of us, when we had to spend so much time with one of these three
minute songs. | suppose it's a bit like having to reread over and over a throwaway
magazine article, that, in itself may be well written and amusing - it just doesn’t have as
much sustainability as a piece of poetry by a master (contemporary or from past
generations). Therefore, | feel that the music that works best for children’s choirs (and
any other choirs) is music that has a lot to say on many levels and is well crafted -

whatever the genre.
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Cork Children’'s Chorus - and Beyond...

In addition to an artistic programme which incorporates weekly rehearsals, Cork
Children’s Chorus Workshops / Auditions, Art and Drama Workshops, concert
performances, choral competition, opera and festival appearances, projects in

discussion for 2006 include:

Cork Children’s Chorus production of C.S.L. Parkers new Children’s Opera The
Little Prince of Arabia.
a tour to the Mozart Children’s Choral Festival in Salzburg and Vienna, to

celebrate the 250th anniversary of Mozart’s birth.
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Inside Cork
17.06.04
Children Sing for Cork.

CORK'S first Children's Chorus made their debut at the City Hall last night in an event
hosted by Lord Mayor ClIr. Colm Burke.

The chorus consists of 100 children who gave up their Saturday afternoons during
school term to represent their county in 2004. During their Easter holidays 500 children
took part in hour-long workshops at the Triskel Arts Centre. Sonya Keogh, Ciara
Moroney and John O'Brien from Cork Opera Works had the difficult task of cutting the
numbers down to 100. These children are aged between 10 and 14 years and come
from all over Cork.

The chorus will sing in a performance remembering the victims of the Madrid bombings
on Monday, June 28 at 8 p.m. in St. Francis Church. Tickets cost €12 and €7 and are

available from Pro Musica and Opus Il.

They are presently exploring the possibilities of entering competitions and other
performances.

Updates, future projects and events will be posted on www.corkchildrenschorus.com
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96 FM
20.06.04
Elmarie Mawe

Broadcast of the Cork Children’s Chorus’ inaugural performance recorded at their Civic
Launch on Wednesday, 16 June 2004 at Millennium Hall, City Hall, Cork together with a
number of interviews with children from the Cork Children’s Chorus and with Cork
Children’s Chorus General Manager and Artistic Director, Sonya Keogh.

Irish Examiner
20.04.04
Let's hear it for the new chorus line

Helen O'Callaghan attends auditions for a choir that is breaking down social barriers.
IT'S Tuesday and the first week of the Easter holidays. Inside Cork's Triskel Arts Centre
about a dozen youngsters aged somewhere between 10 and 14 sit on three sides of a
large room, waiting to be auditioned for the Cork Children's Chorus. Some have parents
and younger siblings in tow and when a parent gets up to leave friends relax into
conspiratorial giggles, confiding their nervousness.

Each child is hoping to be chosen for the 100-strong Chorus. They all know that by the
end of the holidays close on 500 children will have been auditioned not just in the
Triskel, but in the RAPID areas (targeted for special development) of Cork City, such as
Togher, Blackpool and Knocknaheeny. And that's just one of the beauties of the Cork
Children's Chorus.

"What's vital about this group of 100 is that they will learn an interaction that will breach
the social divides that exist in Cork," says project manager Sonya Keogh, who has had
this project on her mind for a couple of years. It's been on the minds of John O'Brien and
Allin Gray for just as long. "John O'Brien is our musical director. He was responsible for
setting up the Togher Children's Choir, who went to the Choral Olympics. He felt that
was very small and he wanted a choir for the city - one that would be larger and have
a higher profile and reach out to a large number of areas, allowing them opportunities in
music.

"John, Allin and | all went to the Cork School of Music and we talked - and the three of
us are Cork Opera Works. We thought we could develop this project because between
us we have all the resources we need. We wanted children without a musical
background to access music because those with a musical background will always find



Appendix A: Cork Children’s Chorus Press Archive 28

their way to music."

The trio began working on the project in January and the initiative has gained its own
momentum since then. "We will have our Chorus by the end of the Easter holidays and
they will start weekly rehearsals here in the Triskel on Saturdays from April 24. We're
very fortunate that Cork City Council came on board and gave us a grant to cover the
costs of setting it up. The Triskel has also been wonderful, offering us a venue and
other supports. And RAPID has given us great guidance and advice."

Cork Opera Works took a novel approach to the audition. Every hour, on the hour, from
10am to 5pm between 10 and 15 children find themselves in a workshop type setting
where together they learn the music for audition. The chosen piece: the Latin words
from Psalm 65 - Jubilate Deo Alleluia. The children sing in canonic style - each voice
singing the same melody at a different time. "l want you to think nice bells, real, bright,
lovely bells. It's the person spying on you from right in the back you need to think of.
You've got to sing it through three times and land on the Alleluia,” Sonya instructs them.

Standing on-stage with the spotlight trained on them, eight children who've never met 'til
today rise to the occasion, and there is something simultaneously thrilling and tear-
evoking about the brave sound of children's voices doing their best - and for the most
part provoking the thought that it'll surely be a doddle conducting rehearsals with talent
such as this.

"We're looking for a musical aptitude, which is not necessarily just a good voice or
musicianship. We're looking for children who can take direction and instruction, who
arrive with an open mind and who have a genuine interest in learning," Sonya explains.

Are they disappointed that eight out of 10 children who turn up are girls? "The boys
who are coming in do have a raw talent but they are less trained, perhaps because
music isn't as available in boys' schools," says director Allin Gray.

"It is going to be intimidating for young boys if they're coming into a group of girls. A lot
of the time singing isn't considered a boys' pursuit. But we believe if we keep plugging
away and if we make it our intention to balance the ratio we will make it successful.
Maybe we'll have to work harder at making connections with boys' schools and youth
clubs," says Sonya.

What the children will gain from the Chorus is not just a repertoire of music. "Between
now and the end of the summer, the music will be very accessible and after that we'll
become more adventurous. They'll learn songs by Irish composers and by Cork
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composers. But they'll also learn movement, musicianship, voice technique and
stagecraft. It's an all round programme."

Once the auditions are over, the children are exhilarated and dying to talk. They've got
plenty to say about why they're here: "l go to the School of Music choir and | thought
this would be good," explains one 11-year-old boy. "My father's a musician so there's a
love of singing and music in my family," says a 13-year-old girl. "When | heard about it
from my mum, | thought it would be fun to go," says another girl.

Everybody says they'd been nervous coming in, though Niamh Crowley from Douglas
and Laura Kent from Blackpool didn't have too many butterflies, as both had auditioned
for the Sound of Music and "come down to the last round".

Long-term, it is hoped the Chorus will become involved in children's opera and already
opera companies are showing an interest in the new project. "A lot of opera companies,
rather than training their own chorus, like to bring them in," says Sonya, who is herself
an opera singer. Most of the children who've just come from their audition have opinions
on opera. "lt's a type of music made for large audiences - usually a play with music
added in. It's not something you'd hear everyday," says one child. "It's definitely not pop
music. It's a high kind of singing," pipes up another, while a third child offers: "A higher
class of people sings it."

Cork 2005 has also been in touch. "They're interested in our project so it's our hope that
the Children's Chorus will be involved in large-scale events and civic ceremonies. In
order to secure a future for opera in Cork, we have to invest in the children and in their
parents and develop the next generation's audience for opera. We're very conscious of
that - also that we 're generating the voices of tomorrow by training them now."

*The Cork Children's Chorus hopes to hold auditions twice a year, so children who
were unsuccessful on this occasion may secure a place in the Chorus next time round.
For more information, log onto www.corkchildrenschorus.com

*List of children selected to become the Cork Children's Chorus: Tanya Adamson,
Lauren Arthurs, Jane Aston, Lisa Baxter, Aisling Bennett, Andrea Bickerdike, Saoirse
Boyle, Jason Broderick, lan Buckley, Naomi Cahill, Ciara Cannon, Yvonne Creedon,
Niamh Crowley, Ownagh Dineen, Kate Dixon, Caitriona Donegan, Tara Doyle, Ruth
Farmer, Gillian Fenton-Leogue, Séan Fitzpatrick, Mairin Rua Hayes, Rebecca Hickey,
Alysha Hoare, David Hogan, Vanessa Horgan, Amy Hurley, Heather Johns, Tracey
Johnston, Garry Johnston, Eveanna Kearney, Heather Kearney, Laura Kent, Sam
Keogh, Tara Kirwan, Lauren Lahive, Gemma Lehane, Karen Long, Jessie Lynch,
Hannah Lynch, Molly Lynch, Niamh Lynch, Jill Martin, Sarah McCarthy, Aoife McGee,
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Michelle McGill, Shane McGill, June McGlynn, Alexandra McMahon, Eiméar Merritt,
Amanda Mostyn, Ben Murphy, Clodagh Murphy, Terri Murphy, Louise Murray, Kate
Murray, Pamela Murray, Carolyn Murray, Melissa Nagle, Fiachra O Corragain, Eanna O
Corragain, Oisin O Corragain, Rachael O'Callaghan, Olivia O'Callaghan, Charlotte
O'Connell, Gillian O'Connell, Trina O'Connor, Vincent O'Donovan, Jennifer O'Donovan,
Shauna O'Driscoll, Clodagh O'Halloran, Nikki O'Leary, Doireann O'Mahony, Norma
O'Regan, Jane O'Regan, Ann O'Reilly, Amy O'Riordan, Nicole O'Shea, Luke O'Sullivan,
Therese O'Sullivan, Aaron O'Sullivan, Andrea O'Sullivan, Pat O'Sullivan, Laura
O'Sullivan, Laura Power, Joanne Quirke, Lea Relja, Dana Relja, Miren Somers, Kenneth
Speight, Hayley Speight, Aine Stanton, Kathryn Traynor, Christiana Underwood, Leanne
Walsh, Naomi Williams, Mary Wrixon.

22.04.04
The Corkman
Helen O'Callaghan

WHEN she was only six months old, Clodagh Murphy from Tower used to hum along to
Whitney Houston's | Will Always Love You. So her father, Billy, tells her anyway, and
he's probably got it right because when Clodagh was only three she appeared on stage
with the Montforts. She's since played Dorothy in her school's production of The Wizard
Of Oz and, just last week, she heard that she's one of 100 youngsters chosen for the
newly-formed Cork Children's Chorus.

"I had the flu on the day of the auditions and | was so afraid | wouldn't be able to reach
the note. When | got the phone-call to say I'd got a place in the Chorus | was so
delighted, | nearly cried," says the 12-year-old who attends Rathpeacon National School
and who received her Confirmation last Tuesday.

The Cork Children's Chorus is the brainchild of three people: John O'Brien, who set up
the Togher Children's Choir that went to the Choral Olympics, Sonya Keogh and Allin
Gray. All graduates of the Cork School of Music, together they run a company, Cork
Opera Works. "John is our musical director. He felt the Togher Children's Choir was
very small and he wanted a choir for the city - one that would be larger and have a
higher profile and reach out to a large number of areas, allowing them opportunities in
music. We thought we could develop a Cork Children's Chorus because, between us,
we have all the resources we need. We wanted children without a musical background
to access music because those with a musical background will always find their way
to music," says project leader Sonya Keogh.
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With auditions taking place in Cork City and in the RAPID areas of Cork over Easter, the
full choir has now been formed and will meet on Saturdays to rehearse. "Between now
and the end of the summer, the music will be very accessible and after that we'll
become more adventurous. The children will learn songs by Irish composers and by
Cork composers. But they'll also learn movement, musicianship, voice technique and
stagecraft. It's an all round programme."

Long-term, it is hoped the Chorus will become involved in children's opera and already
opera companies are showing an interest in the new project. Cork2005 has also been in
touch. "They're interested in our project so it's our hope that the Children's Chorus will
be involved in large-scale events and civic ceremonies. In order to secure a future for
opera in Cork, we have to invest in the children and in their parents and develop the
next generation's audience for opera. We're very conscious of that - also that we're
generating the voices of tomorrow by training them now," says Sonya.

Meanwhile, back in Tower, getting a part in the Chorus is a dream come true for
Clodagh Murphy. "I'd do anything for the stage. I'd dye my hair, I'd cut it," says the girl,
whose father used to be in the Army Band and is now in the Holy Rosary Band,
Midleton. A huge fan of Frank Sinatra, Sammy Davis Junior and Dean Martin, she's
proud that her dad's friend saw Frank Sinatra in concert and has a signed autograph. "I
love jazz and musicals. | kinda like Britney Spears but | wouldn't be totally into her. I'd
prefer to listen to a Frank Sinatra album than to a Britney Spears one."

And not a milion miles away two other girls from White's Cross are very pleased
they've also got parts in the chorus. Ten-year-old Tara Kirwan attends St Michael's
School, Upper Glanmire, where she's a fourth-class pupil. "l was really nervous on the
day of the auditions. | thought the song was brilliant but difficult. It was written in a
different language so the words were difficult to pronounce but fun to sing. | was at my
auntie's when my mum phoned to say | got a place in the Chorus. | just goes: 'oh!
Brilliant." I thought I'd look stupid getting too excited on the phone," says the girl, who
also featured in Beauty and the Beast in the Cork Opera House.

Heather Kearney is 11 and the only daughter of Rachel and Noel Kearney from White's
Cross. As an extra in Verdi's Aida, she played a slave child and she got as far as the
second round of auditions for the Sound of Music. A fifth-class pupil in Scoil Mhuire,
Wellington Road, Cork, she enjoyed auditioning for the Cork Children's Chorus. "They
made it very easy for us, by doing warm ups and being very kind to us. | had friends
along with me from Donna Daly's dancing class. | was very surprised and delighted
when my dad told me on Sunday morning | had a part."
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For more information, log onto www.corkchildrenschorus.com

Inside Cork
01.04.04
Cork Opera Works

CORK OPERA Works in association with the Cork City Council, Triskel Arts Centre and
the RAPID programme are working toward the creation of a 100-strong city-based
children's chorus which will rehearse on a once-weekly basis at the Triskel Arts
Centre. The selected 100 children will represent themselves, their communities, and
ultimately their city, in concert and at civic ceremonies, in the short term and in children's
opera and choral competition, in the long term.

The workshop / audition phase of the Cork Children's Chorus will take place at the
Triskel Arts Centre on Tuesday, and Wednesday, April 6 & 7, 2004, with a second,
outreach phase taking place over the following week in the RAPID areas, including,
Togher, Blackpool and Knocknaheeny. Limited places are still available so call Cork
Opera Works now on 021 4321785

For more information visit the Cork Children's Chorus web site at:
www.corkchildrenschorus.com

Evening Echo (Cork)
27.03.04
Kid's Chorus

AUDITIONS for a city children's chorus will take place in April. Cork Opera Works and
city council are developing a 100-strong children's chorus which will represent Cork
City at civic ceremonies.

Workshops / auditions will take place on 6-7 April at the Triskel Arts Centre.

For an audition contact the Cork Opera Works office at (021) 4321785 or visit
www.corkchildrenschorus.com.




Appendix A: Cork Children’s Chorus Press Archive 33

Inside Cork
04.03.04
Fantastic Four!
Katie Mythen

THIS is the team of musical experts that will give 100 Cork children the once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to get involved in music. As reported in Inside Cork last month, Cork Opera
Works is an innovative new company in the process of developing a city-based Cork
Children's Chorus, made up of 100 children of all backgrounds between the ages of 10
and 14. The Children's Chorus will meet on a once-weekly basis in a designated city-
based rehearsal venue, with each session affording the children voice training, musical
education, social contact and cultural experience.

Sonya Keogh, General Manager, Atrtistic Director & Vocal Coach, is acknowledged both
locally and nationally as one of Ireland's leading Mezzo Sopranos. Cork born, Sonya
spent her teenage years in Dublin where she took her first voice lessons with Maciej
Smolenski at the Royal Irish Academy of Music. Aged 20, Sonya returned to Cork and
continued her voice studies with Robert Beare at the Cork School of Music before
attending master classes all over Europe. In 1997, she was awarded an ltalian
Government Scholarship which allowed her to attend master classes with Victoria de
los Angeles at Accademia Musicale Chigiana in Siena, Italy. An honours graduate of the
Cork School of Music and an honours postgraduate of University College Cork, Sonya's
more general experience includes lecturing at Certificate and Third level, choral
conducting, voice coaching, and concert management, publicity and promotion. Sonya
told Inside Cork, "The establishment of the Cork Children's Chorus is so much more than
simply an exercise in civic pride. Itis a project which promotes an equality of access to
artistic opportunities among Cork communities as it allows art reach directly into the
heart of a community. In light of this, and in addition to our scheduled workshops /
auditions at the Triskel Arts Centre, we, at Cork Opera Works would also like to give
children the opportunity of attending a workshop in their local area. To this end, we
have confirmed workshops / auditions in Togher Community Centre, Mahon Community
Centre and We the People, Knocknaheeny, and are also making arrangements for
workshops/ auditions to be held in Blackpool, Mayfield and other areas across the city."

With a first class honours BMus Degree and Masters Degree in Piano Performance from
the Cork School of Music, Repetiteur, Ciara Moroney has firmly established herself as
one of Ireland's finest young musicians. A native of Cork, Ciara studied piano with Jan
Cap, winning many prizes at both a local and national level. She has participated in
masterclasses with Marcel Baudet, Tatiana Zelikmann, Vladimir Tropp and Philip Martin
among others. Ciara won numerous internal awards from the Cork School of Music
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including the "Student of the Year Award", the "HETAC Bridget Doolan Memorial Prize"
and CIT's "Registrar's Prize" for her outstanding achievements in both undergraduate
and postgraduate degrees. In 2002 she was awarded the Yamaha Scholarship in
national competition. Keenly interested in duo playing and chamber music, Ciara has
worked with Keith Pascoe (violin), Louisa Dennehy (flute), Michelle Fleming (violin),
Sonya Keogh (mezzo-soprano), Bridget Knowles (mezzo-soprano) and Gordon Garde
(baritone); and collaborated with the RTE Vanbrugh String Quartet for the opening
concert of the Cork Orchestral Society's 2002/03 Season.

Musical Director, John O'Brien, an alumnus of the Schola Cantorum, St Finian's College,
Mullingar, graduated with a first honours BMus degree and a Masters Degree in
Conducting from the Cork School of Music. He continues to pursue his conducting
studies with George Hurst at the Canford Summer School of Music, in the South of
England. In the theatre, John has been, variously, Director, Musical Director, Composer
and Writer for numerous productions including Jesus Christ Superstar and The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe at the Cork Opera House; Oliver and Anything Goes at The
Everyman Palace, Cork, The Sound of Music at the Theatre Royal in Waterford; and
Jesus Christ Superstar and Deirdre at University College Cork. In 1996, John was a
founder of the Togher Children's Choir, and has been their Musical Director from its
inception until November 2003. The choir performed at City Hall Cork on numerous
occasions, at the University of Limerick Concert Hall, and at Aras an Uachtarain for the
President. The choir hosted and performed with the African Children's Choir and the
Guelph Chamber Choir (Canada). With the UCC Choral Society, as conductor since
1998, John has toured to ltaly, twice, London, twice, Spain and Wales and has
conducted Vivaldi Gloria, Faure Requiem and Handel Messiah (Part I). John has been
appointed Chorus Master with Opera 2005, is a member of the Artistic Advisory Board
for the Cork International Choral Festival, and a part-time lecturer at the Cork School of
Music.

Born and educated in Cork, Allin Gray held a variety of positions in London, including a
three year stint with the Metropolitan Police, before returning to Cork in 1995 to study at
the Cork School of Music, where he graduated with an honours BMus in 2000. On
completion of his undergraduate studies, Allin took a position as administrator of the Irish
Association of Youth Orchestras, based in Cork City. This demanding position involved
all aspects of the running of the organisation. Allin was general manager of the IAYO
Festival of Youth Orchestras, which is held annually in the National Concert Hall in
Dublin, and also managed the South East Regional Youth Orchestra and the Western
Region Youth Orchestra. He represented IAYO at the European Association of Youth
Orchestras and the Forum for Music in Ireland, and has engaged in assisting both those
organisations in their work.
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A guitar player by trade, Allin is a musical pluralist, having performed classical, jazz,
rock, folk and techno / drum and bass. He spent several years as guitar player with the
Cork School of Music Jazz Big Band and has performed widely throughout Cork and
Ireland. Allin is presently on scholarship at the Cork School of Music compiling and
editing the first phase of a complete edition of the works of Cork composer, Aloys
Fleischmann.

City-wide workshops / auditions, open to all children between the ages of 10 and 14
regardless of musical experience or background, will kick off during the Easter holidays
at the Triskel Arts Centre, Tobin Street, Cork. All times will be awarded on a first-come,
first-served basis, so don't delay and contact Cork Opera Works now on 021 4321785.
For  more information visit Cork  Children's Chorus  website at
www.corkchildrenschorus.com.

Inside Cork

19.02.04

Cork Children's Chorus hits the right note
Katie Mythen

An innovative new Cork company is offering children of all backgrounds an opportunity
to get involved in music. Cork Opera Works is in the process of developing a city-based
Cork Children's Chorus, made up of 100 children between the ages of 10 and 14.

The Children's Chorus will meet on a once-weekly basis in a designated city-based
rehearsal venue, with each session affording the children voice-training, musical
education, social contact and cultural experience.

Auditions will be open to all children, regardless of background and will focus initially on
schools in areas involved in the RAPID Programme (Revitalising Areas by Planning,
Investment and Development). Launched in March 2001, the RAPID Programme covers
Knocknaheeney / Churchfield, Fairhill / Gurranabraher / Farranree, Blackpool / The Glen,
Mayfield, Togher and Mahon, prioritising these areas for investment and development
and raising the standards closer to those of more privileged neighbourhoods. The City
of Cork Children's Chorus will promote an equality of access to artistic opportunities
among Cork communities.

Absolutely no experience is necessary and, thanks to a grant from the Recreation,
Amenity and Culture Department of Cork City Council, the project is expected to be up
and running within a few weeks. Sonya Keogh, part of the team of directors, told Inside
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Cork, "As a new company we realised there was one thing missing in the city... a
children's chorus."

The rehearsals will facilitate the necessary repertoire, which will allow the children to
perform in concert and at civic ceremonies, with a view to becoming actively involved in
children's opera in the long-term. Sonya continued, "The chorus is open to 100 children
and we will provide the training. We are looking for children to represent themselves,
their families, their schools, their community and, eventually, their county at events such
as civic receptions."

For more information, contact Cork Opera Works on 021 4321785 or visit
www.corkchildrenschorus.com and don't miss next week's Inside Cork for details of
the upcoming workshops and auditions!
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Cork Children’s Chorus Sound Archive

Cork Children’s Chorus Inaugural Performance at City Hall, Cork 16.06.04

96 FM / 20.06.04 / Elmarie Mawe / CD.

Includes: Jubilate Deo Praetorius performed by CCC Training Chorus, Nigra Sum
Casals performed by CCC Main Chorus & a number of related interviews.

Sources: Cork Children’s Chorus Sound Archive.

Other sources: none.
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Cork Children’s Chorus Catalogue of Commissions

Away in a Manger

New arrangement of the traditional Christmas carol by John O’Brien.
Date Composed: September 2004.

Manuscript: Cork Children’s Chorus.

Hi Faléro

Donal O’Callaghan

Lively irish arrangement by Cork composer, Donal O’Callaghan.
Date Composed: September 2004.

Manuscript: Cork Children’s Chorus.

The Big Blue

Jazz harmonies, lush textures and words by Irish composer, C.S.L. Parker.
Date Composed: August 2004.

Manuscript: Cork Children’s Chorus.

When You Sing Beneath a Star

Jazz harmonies, lush textures and words by Irish composer, C.S.L. Parker.
Date Composed: August 2004.

Manuscript: Cork Children’s Chorus.
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Cork Children’s Chorus Week-by-Week: February - June 2004

City of Cork Children’'s Chorus

Week Beginning: 1 February 2004
Laying Foundations

o Letter of acceptance to Maeve Dineen, Community Arts Co-ordinator, Cork City
Council (Recreation Amenity & Culture Dept.).

o Contact Evelyn Grant by phone -re: Lists of Schools - also ask for contact name in
Cork 2005: European Capital of Culture.

o Contact Cork 2005 by letter and phone re: 2005 Event Planning and Finance
o Contact Sean McGann Cork RAPID Programme re: practical assistance and the

potential for future financial assistance.

o Start preparing database of addresses (schools, community centres etc.) for CCC
Children’s Chorus.

o Start preparing letter / brochure of introduction to be sent to the schools not later
than Friday, 6 February 2004.

Ideas as they come:

» Ask Maeve Dineen whether it will be possible to use the Cork City Council Emblem on
our promotional material in relation specifically to the CC Children’s Chorus.
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City of Cork Children’'s Chorus

Thursday, 29 January 2004

Ref: City of Cork Children’s Chorus

Dear Maeve,

| am delighted with the news that you have decided in favour of assisting the
development of a city-based children’s choir.

| am pleased to receive the sum of €1,200 in support of this project and |
acknowledge that these funds are to be used in the development of the
proposed feasibility study as submitted by Cork Opera Works to your office on
Monday, 19 January 2004.

Thank you, too, for your offer of practical assistance. | will be only too pleased
to take you up on it and will be in touch early next week.

Kind Regards,

Sonya Keogh

Cork Opera Works

Directors: Allin Gray BMus; Sonya Keogh MPhil, BMus; John O’Brien MA, BMus.
Cork Opera Works Ltd, Cliffdene, Castlegreina Park, Boreenmanna Road, Cork.
Tel: 021 432 1785

Email: info@corkoperaworks.com Web: www.corkoperaworks.com
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City of Cork Children’'s Chorus

Week starting: 9 February 2004

Re: Venue
Venue is at this stage top priority with City Hall / Millennium Hall being first choice, Connolly
Hall is also worth investigating. Will ask Maeve Dineen for her advice on this one.

Re: Design

The initial design concept for the chorus has already been conceived and tested.

The .com website address http://www.corkchildrenschorus.com has been bought.
Design of a basic website is underway and will be up and running before the children’s
chorus is announced to the world!

Re: Endorsement

To date, permission has been sought from RAPID to include their logo on all promotional
materials. They have agreed to endorse us on condition that we keep them in loop. Will be
meeting with Sean McGann later in the week for general advice and update information.
Have as yet to ask City Council for permission for same.

Re: Press and Publicity

Have spoken to Inside Cork regarding Cork Opera Works and the City of Cork Children’s
Chorus and they are delighted to meet our publicity needs as they arise.

Have spoken to Tim at Irish Goodwill Products Ltd (01 450 6586) with regards to printing
publicity pencils for the children who take part in the auditions and for those selected for the
chorus. He will send on samples and quotes asap.

Have yet to seek sponsorship/support from Uppercase for our printing needs (posters,
flyers etc. offering information about chorus, announcing auditions, etc.).

Re: Auditions

As soon as a rehearsal time and venue has been agreed, it will be possible to schedule
auditions.

We have decided (but as yet can be advised otherwise) to hold localised auditions in each
of the RAPID areas and centralised auditions for the rest of the city.

Although this is a mammoth task, we have experience behind us, as John has recently
auditioned 1,200 children at Cork Opera House for their forthcoming production of The
Sound of Music.

It is at present our intention to hold hour-long workshops/auditions. During each
workshop/audition we will work with a group of 20-30 children. This system will benefit us as
it will allow us to assess each child both individually and in a group situation. The children
will also benefit as the workshop/audition will diffuse an otherwise tense situation and will
allow each child to derive enjoyment and esteem from their experience.
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Re: Contacts
During my meeting with Maeve Dineen tomorrow, | hope to gain useful contact details for
specifically each of the RAPID areas and more generally for the rest of Cork City.

Re: Advice
We are all ears!!

City of Cork Children’'s Chorus

Meeting with Maeve Dineen: 10 February 2004

Re: Venue
Maeve advised a number of venues that | would not have considered, including:
* Triskel Arts Centre
* Firkin Crane
» Granary Theatre
+ CADA Coburg Street
» CIT Una McCarthy

» Grattan Street / Middle Parish Community Centre [Michael Coffey]
» South Parish Community Centre [Sr Joachim / John the caretaker]

With regards to City Hall / Millennium Hall she explained why this would be a non-starter for
a once-weekly meeting, however, she did think that it would work as an annual performance
venue and thought that it was even worth trying to have the fee waived. She suggested
that | make such an appeal in writing to:

» Patricia Hourihan, Corporate Affairs, Cork City Council

and cc. this appeal to:

Finbarre Alison, Corporate Affairs, Cork City Council
Maeve Dineen, Recreation etc. Cork City Council

Re: Contacts
Maeve will forward contacts via email:

» Primary and Secondary Schools in the city
* Youth Groups within RAPID areas
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Other important contacts:

* RAPID area officers (all in the one office in Blackpool)
Sean McGann - Togher / Mahon
Paul McGuirke - Glen / Blackpool / Mayfield
Norma Murphy - Gurrahnabraher / Churchfield
* new appointment - Knocknaheeny / Faranree

» Mayfield Arts Centre [Jessica Carson] - Excellent resource and contact

* Community Centres

» Community Development Programmes
Re: Press Publicity
Maeve would very much like if we could emphasise our moving out into the community. She
suggested that Inside Cork might do a feature on us giving workshops / auditions in the
RAPID areas. Lots of images of us working with kids - later to be included on the website.
Re: Finance
€1,200 will soon be on its way to Cork Opera Works in one lump sum payment. This money

will be invested to cover the administrational costs anticipated to arise during the set-up
phase of the project.

City of Cork Children's Chorus

Meeting with Penny Rae, Artistic Director and Belinda Quirke, General Manager:
10 February 2004

Re: City of Cork Children’s Chorus and Cork Opera Works

Yes, there really is a possibility of the children’s chorus rehearsing at the Triskel!
Cork Opera Works are to write to Penny Rae at the Triskel outlining our needs.

Specifically:

* a sponsored rehearsal space for the Children’s Chorus as of 1 March 2004.
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City of Cork Children’'s Chorus

Cork Children’s Chorus
Week starting: 16 February 2004

Re: Change of name to Cork Children’s Chorus

We have decided to change the name of the chorus from City of Cork Children’s Chorus to
Cork Children’s Chorus as we feel it is more generally inclusive and allows room for county-
wide development in the future, should the need arise.

Re: Venue

Venue continues to be a top priority. | have sent a letter to the Triskel formally introducing
the project and requesting their support. | feel confident that they will come on board and
so have decided to wait a few days before | chase them up or before | contact other
potential venues.

Re: Design

We have put the development of the website top of the list this week as it is important that
we make basic information available to the public in advance of advertising the
workshops/auditions for the children’s chorus.

We have also begun design of a DL information leaflet.

| am still waiting for pencil samples and quotes from Tim at Irish Goodwill Products Ltd (01
450 6586).

Re: Endorsement

| really do need to chase down the logos from both RAPID and Cork City Council for
inclusion in our publicity materials.

| will write a letter of introduction to the Cork City Development Board.

Re: Press and Publicity

| will write a formal letter to Inside Cork and 96FM introducing Cork Opera Works and Cork
Children’s Chorus.

| have decided to establish a relationship with Uppercase before requesting their financial
support in relation to our printing needs (posters, flyers etc. offering information about
chorus, announcing auditions, etc.).

Re: Auditions

As soon as a rehearsal time and venue has been agreed, it will be possible to schedule
auditions. At this stage we are hopeful that these workshops/auditions will take place on
Saturdays, 26 February and 6 March 2004 between 10 am and 5 pm each day.

Re: Contacts
Have received information from Maeve Dineen and have made contact with the Wexford
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and Carlow County Councils re: information regarding their children’s music programmes.
Time permitting | may contact all arts officers regarding their children’s music programmes.

Re: Finance

The cheque from the City Council has arrived made payable to Cork Opera Works. We feel
given that nature of this project that a separate account should be setup from the outset. A
separate financial identity will allow us to consider charitable status for the chorus in the
future.

The Ireland Funds application is almost due.

CorK Children’s Chorus

Week starting: 23 February 2004

Re: Venues, Workshops/Auditions

Celebrations!! The Triskel have come on board and have agreed to house the
workshops/auditions and potentially the rehearsals free of charge!! Belinda and | have
agreed Tuesday and Wednesday, 6 & 7 April between 10 am and 5 pm with the possibility
of Thursday 8, if the interest demands it.

Now | have to concentrate my efforts on securing outreach venues in each of the RAPID
areas for Saturdays in March and early April. | have contacted Sean McGann and he has
agreed to assist us in this endeavour.

Re: Design

www.corkchildrenschorus.com is up and running and is looking good! This week we will
finish designing the information leaflet and will be waiting on outreach dates before going to
print. Samples and quotes have arrived from Tim at Irish Goodwill Products Ltd (01 450
6586) and we are to go ahead with 2000 pencils that will be given to the children involved
in the workshop/audition phase of the Cork Children’s Chorus. ‘No-one goes home empty-
handed’ is always a good philosophy where children are concerned.

Re: Endorsement

Logo from City Council has arrived and has been included in the website. | still need to
chase the RAPID logo, however. Also | have asked to use the Triskel's logo and will, as
soon as | get permission to do so, include it in our publicity/promotional material.

| also need to chase Cork2005 and pin them down with regards to what they can offer Cork
Children’s Chorus.

Re: Press and Publicity
Inside Cork carried a front page article on the development of the Cork Children’s Chorus.
It was excellent publicity and we received a number of telephone enquiries and one email
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enquiry as a direct result of it. They have agreed to carry another article this week.
Should we consider beginning a dialogue with The Examiner and the Echo?

Re: Sponsorship

| have spoken to Eddie Lyons at the Inside Cork asking whether or not they would be in a
position to offer us financial support. He didn’t think it was in his budget, however, when |
suggested that he might sponsor pencils etc. for the children he told me to send in a
proposal and that he would bring it in front of his board. He also gave me a number for the
Marketing Manager at 96FM namely, Nicole West. | will write a formal letter introducing Cork
Children’s Chorus and asking for their goodwill and financial support.

Re: Development

I am in contact with other city and county councils regarding their children’s music
programmes.

While | was in Dublin on Wednesday, 18 February 2004, | carried out some research at the
Contemporary Music Centre into children’s opera and the potential for commissioning a new
work for performance by the Cork Children’s Chorus as part of the year’s cultural
celebrations for 2005.

Cork Children’s Chorus

Week starting: 1 March 2004
Shaping the Future

Re: Venues, Workshops/Auditions

The Triskel have now been confirmed for 6 & 7 April between 10 am and 1pm and 8 April
between 2.30 pm and 5 pm. Also Togher, Mahon, Blackpool and Knocknaheeny have
been confirmed for the week after Easter, beginning 12, April 2004. | have yet to secure a
venue in Mayfield, The Glen and Faranree.

I must look into the cost of public liability insurance for the Cork Children’s Chorus.

Re: Design

The information leaflet is all but ready to go to print, | just have to decide on the final text.
The pencil design is also complete and will be sent to Irish Goodwill Products Ltd (01 450
6586) on, or before, Monday next.

Re: Endorsement

It is on my list to email a progress report to Maeve Dineen this week.

Cork2005 were in touch on Monday of this week with regards to the Cork Children’s Chorus
attending a photo shoot scheduled for the Wednesday morning. Although we did have to
decline, it does suggest that they are at least aware, if not interested in the project. | did
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stress the need for us to sit down together to discuss Cork Children’s Chorus’ official
involvement in the city of culture, Cork 2005.

Sean McGann was in touch regarding a potential affiliation / endorsement with Ogra
Chorcai. | told him that | would do a little research and get back to him about it.

| think it is also time to get tough with Inside Cork. | want them to endorse and sponsor the
Cork Children’s Chorus along with 96FM. [ think it might be time for hard sell. | will prepare a
proposal for them this week and see if they go for it.

Re: Press and Publicity
Inside Cork carried a full page article complete with photos this week. Time to start
branching out. It is time to begin a dialogue with The Examiner and the Echo.

Re: Sponsorship
Letters have been sent to Inside Cork and 96FM. Also, is it appropriate to announce via
that media that we are looking for a main sponsor from the private sector?

Re: Development

I must complete an application form on behalf of the children’s chorus seeking funding from
the Arts Council for Sept. - Dec. under the small festivals grant scheme. One can only
hope.

Also, | will apply for a grant for Cork Opera Works to commission a children’s opera by C.S.L.
Parker to be performed by the Cork Children’s Chorus in conjunction with Cork Opera Works.

Cork Children’s Chorus

Week starting: 15 March 2004

Re: Venues, Workshops/Auditions

I must visit the Triskel Arts Centre and the outreach centres this week with CCC flyers. Also,
it will be necessary to compile a list of needs / requirements for each venue. | have yet to
arrange public liability insurance for each of the outreach venues. Also, | have still to secure
venues in Mayfield, The Glen and Faranree, or, indeed to decide if they are necessary,
given the limited response.

| will contact members of Togher Children’s Choir and call-backs from the recent Sound of
Music auditions at the Opera house directly regarding forthcoming CCC workshops /
auditions.

| will also make a list of suitable recipients for the CCC workshop / audition flyer.

Re: Design
The information leaflet has been collected, the website has been updated and the CCC
printed pencils have been ordered.
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Re: Endorsement and Sponsorship

| have had success with both Inside Cork and 96FM as they both now hold my proposal for
their initial sponsorship in the workshop / audition phase of the Cork Children’s Chorus. |
have asked that they sponsor balloons for the event and that the ‘Street Fleet’ attend the
workshops both at the Triskel and at one, or more, of the outreach venues. | have also
been in touch with Cork2005, however, | think it might be a hopeless case as Martin Barrett
has yet to be in touch with me. | have decided to wait for the chorus to be formed and
established before | seek out a main sponsor.

Re: Press and Publicity
| have sent a publicity plan to Inside Cork. | will prepare a similar plan for 96FM. | am as yet
undecided about The Irish Examiner and The Evening Echo.

Re: Development:

Cork Opera Works have sent a proposal to the Cork Opera House for a co-production of
Hansel and Gretel by Humperdinck to take place in 2005. We have suggested that the
‘fourteen angels’ be selected from the Cork Children’s Chorus. Such a project would allow
us to run a multi disciplinary course in preparation for such an event.

I will apply this week for a grant for Cork Opera Works to commission a children’s opera by
C.S.L. Parker to be performed by the Cork Children’s Chorus in conjunction with Cork Opera
Works in Summer 2005.

| am exploring the potential for the Cork Children’s Chorus’s involvement in Summer Music
on the Shannon in 2005 and beyond.

CorK Children’s Chorus

Outreach workshops / auditions confirmed to date:

Blackpool Community Centre will accommodate us on Tuesday, 13 April 2004 between 10
am and 12.30 pm.

All costs have been waived. Insurance hasn’t been mentioned.

Can accommodate 25 children each session

Knocknaheeny ‘We the People’ will accommodate us on Tuesday, 13 April 2004 between 1
and 5pm.

All costs have been waived. Insurance is not an issue provided that we can give Mary
O’Keefe a final number of children through the centre on the day.

Can accommodate 5 - 7 children per session

Togher Community Centre will accommodate us on Thursday, 15 April 2004 between 1 and
5 pm.
All costs have been waived. Insurance is needed to cover building, children and us.
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Can accommodate 25 children each session

Mahon Community Centre on Friday, 16 April 2004 between 1 and 5 pm.
There has been no mention of cost. Insurance needed to cover children.
Can accommodate 25 children each session

CorK Children’s Chorus

Week starting: 29 March 2004

Re: Venues, Workshops/Auditions

| have visited the Triskel Arts Centre, Blackpool Community Centre and We The People
Knocknaheeny to assess each venue and deliver flyers. All went well and everyone | met
has been enthusiastic about the project. As yet, | have yet to visit Togher, however, | will
make this the priority for early in the week.

Also on the agenda for this week is to compile a list of needs / requirements for each
venue. (First Aid Kit, keyboard, etc.)

We have had good news regarding public liability insurance, as members of Cumann
Naisiunta na gCoér, we can access their insurance plan. Their cover will allow us annual
comprehensive cover for approx. €280. All | have to do now is put this cover in place before
next week.

At this stage we have decided not to secure venues in Mahon, Mayfield, The Glen and
Faranree as on this occasion we have had very little interest from each of these areas.
Those who have inquired are happy to attend the centralised auditions at the Triskel.

Re: Design
Update Press Archive on www.corkchildrenschorus.com

Re: Endorsement and Sponsorship

Hurrah!! | am only delighted to report that | have a meeting with Martin Barrett at Cork2005
on Thursday, 8 April 2004 at 2.30 p.m. | will prepare thoroughly for this and hope that my
efforts on behalf of the project will be rewarded.

Also, Megan from The Ireland Funds was in touch regarding the Cork Children’s Chorus.
She asked a number of questions which I, of course, answered and she told us that we
should hear in June / July. We can hope that the outcome is favourable and that our music
needs are taken care of for the 2004 / 2005 Season.

| had an interesting conversation with Sean McGann today. He has told me to get in
contact with him as soon as the chorus is formed and that he will do all he can to help me in
my search for sponsorship.

96FM have confirmed that the Street Fleet will attend Blackpool Community centre on
Tuesday, 13 April 2004 between 11.00 and 11.30 a.m. They have also assured me that
they come equipped with balloons, sweets and pens.
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| have yet to hear details of /nside Cork’s contribution to the workshop / audition phase of
Cork Children’s Chorus.

Re: Press and Publicity

| have sent a publicity plan to Inside Cork, 96FM, The Irish Examiner and The Evening
Echo. Coverage has been comprehensive to date, however, it is necessary to keep the
pressure on particularly this week.

Re: Accounts
Begin a set of CCC accounts as | really need to see where we stand before we start
spending next week.

Re: Sundries
Order Balloons both for the Triskel and for each of the outreach venues.
Chase up pencil order to ensure that they are here fo next week.

Re: Development:

Cork composer, Angel Climent has written a tone-poem for orchestra, chorus and children’s
chorus in memory of the victims of the Madrid Bombings and has requested that the Cork
Children’s Chorus help realise this work. The premiere performance is scheduled to take
place in June / July 2004 at the City Hall with the CYO. We have, of course, agreed.

| had an interesting meeting with the Triskel Arts Centre last week. They will continue to
facilitate the CCC and can provide rehearsal facilities until the end of May 2004 and and
again in October 2004. They are also in the process of planning a large event at the end of
2005 which will involve the Cork Children’s Chorus.

We are still in consultation with the Opera House regarding Hansel and Gretel in 2005.

CorK Children's Chorus

Needs for Workshops / Auditions

o Keyboard
o Extension Lead

o Jubilate Deo
o Contact Sheets
o Information Sheets

o First Aid Kit

o Pencils
o Flyers
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o Balloons

o Refreshments
Shopping List

o First Aid Kit

o Water
o Paper Cups

o Lunches

Cork Children’s Chorus

Weeks starting: 5 & 12 April 2004 - Audition Weeks

Re: Venues, Workshops/Auditions

Well, the Audition Phase has arrived and really there is little left to do than to go and work
with the children and select the most suitable children.

We must also chase up our public liability insurance application as we will need a letter of
indemnification for specifically next weeks outreach workshop in Togher Community Centre.

Re: Endorsement and Sponsorship

Martin Barrett of Cork2005 cancelled our meeting this week. | was told that he will ring to
reschedule, however, | will stay in contact with his office and push for a meeting over the
coming weeks.

Re: Press and Publicity

Following our CCC workshops / auditions press release, Helen O’Callaghan from The Irish
Examiner - County Section has expressed an interest in doing a feature on the Cork
Children’s Chorus. She will attend the workshops on Tuesday, 6 April 2004 at 3.00 p.m. at
the Triskel Arts Centre where we will have arranged for her to talk to the children from the
2.00 p.m workshop. | will then do an interview with her, as will a representative from the
Triskel Arts Centre and then time permitting, she will attend the last portion of the 3 p.m.
workshop. We are also to expect a photographer to attend from The Irish Examiner at some
point during the day.

| have heard nothing from /nside Cork which | will admit, surprises me!

Re: Accounts
Preliminary accounts have been completed to date and we now realise that we cannot
afford to adorn the venues with balloons. Quel Dommage!!
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Re: Sundries

There is no sign of our pencils and any amount of telephone calling hasn’'t appeared to
have helped. | can’'t imagine that we will be attempting to do business with the pencil
company in the future!

Re: Development:

Tina Neylon was in touch with us from the Cork City Development Board regarding the Cork
Children’s Chorus becoming involved in the Lifelong Learning Festival on Saturday, 7
May 2004 at the Triskel Arts Centre. We told her that we would be delighted to but that as
the chorus will still be very much in its infancy by then that all we could offer would be an
open rehearsal. She was delighted with this and so | am to forward her an introductory
paragraph for inclusion in the festival’s promotional materials (posters, programmes, etc.). |
am also, to forward some photos together with our logo to her home address at my earliest
convenience.

Regarding Angel Climent's Mass with the CYO in City Hall, it appears that CYO remain
unsure as to our taking part as we are, as yet, an unknown entity.

Cork Children’s Chorus

Week starting: 19 April 2004
A Children’s Chorus in Action

Re: Cork Children’s Chorus

Letters and schedules to the children selected as members of the Cork Children’s Chorus.
On the advice of Maeve Dineen, it has been agreed that a subscription of €2 per session
should be sought from each member. This money or ‘Fun fund’ will be used towards the
children’s refreshments / recreation etc. In instances of financial hardship, the subscription
will be waived.

Triskel Arts Centre
Confirm rehearsal schedule from April to June in writing.

Re: Cork Children’s Chorus Launch June 2004
Contact the Lord Mayor, requesting that the launch take place, or indeed, be hosted by the
Lord Mayor in the Lord Mayor's Chambers in early June 2004.

Re: Design
A complete web update is now necessary.

Re: Endorsement and Sponsorship
Progress reports to Maeve Dineen, Sean McGann, Martin Barrett, /nside Cork and 96FM.
Request meetings with all of the above.
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Re: Press and Publicity
Obtain a copy of all printed publicity to date for inclusion in our press archive.

Re: Accounts
Settle accounts to date. Which should leave us with nothing in the account. Yikes!

Re: Development:
Photos and logo to Tina Neylon for inclusion in Lifelong Learning Festival promotional
materials.

CorK Children’s Chorus

Weeks starting: 26 April & 3 May 2004

Re: CCC Staff
Schedule Meeting for CCC Staff and Mentors to discuss first weeks rehearsal.

Re: Triskel Arts Centre

Our first rehearsal was incredible out of a total of 112 places offered, 96 children attended
and those missing phoned the office to explain of their whereabouts. The project is well-
and-truly a success thus far. The venue, however, was far from perfect and while is worked
for the training chorus (31 children), the main chorus packed the stalls and sat and sang in
the half-light. While they could see us, we could not see them and this poses many
potential problems. While it can be made to suffice in the short term (lots of mentors lending
extra watchful eyes), something will have to be sorted in the long term.

Re: Cork Children’s Chorus Launch June 2004

The Lord Mayor’'s Office rang and have agreed to host a civic launch for the Cork Children’s
Chorus on Tuesday, 1 June 2004 at 7.30 p.m. in the Council Chambers, City Hall, Cork.
They will confirm in writing.

Have begun to compile an invite list and a massive ‘To-Do’ list.

Re: Design

Now that there is some money in the CCC 'Fun Fund’, | think I might consider buying some
promotional CCC design postcards and CCC T-Shirts for the children’s launch and debut
performance. | will get pricing.

Re: Endorsement and Sponsorship

Progress reports to the Triskel Arts Centre, Maeve Dineen, Sean McGann, Martin Barrett,
Inside Cork and 96FM. Request meetings with all of the above in order to gain advice and
guidance re: potential public / private sponsorship for CCC.
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Re: Press and Publicity
Have yet to obtain a copy of the Corkman or indeed, photos from The Irish Examiner.

Re: Artistic Development:

Hurrah! Angel Climent has been in touch again and has managed to talk the CYO around
to involving us in the performance of his latest composition in remembrance of the Madrid
bombings. As yet we have little or no details but it is great news and a wonderful and noble
opportunity for the children. Will have to chase details and music this week.

Had an e-mail (via CNC) from a music teacher, Renata Magda Tuntland, from the
International School of Stavanger in Norway requesting to attend a CCC rehearsal. | invited
her to attend our rehearsal on Saturday, 1 May 2004. She has accepted the invite and is
looking forward to making our acquaintance and I, hers.

I must also contact the President’s office and make inquiries regarding the President’s
Award Programme as it may prove interesting to our mentors.

CorK Children’s Chorus

Provisional Launch Invite List

CCccC
o The 106 kids & parents
o CCC Staff & guests
o CCC Mentors
o Angela O’Brien & guest

Supporters to date
o Triskel - Belinda Quirke, Penny Rae = 2
o Cork City Council - Maeve Dineen, Liz Meany = 2
o RAPID - Sean McGann

Composers
o C.S.L. Parker
o Donal O’Callaghan
o Angel Climent

Potential Sponsors
o Arts Council - John O’Kane, Maria Johnston, James Conway, Gaye Tanham, Olive
Braiden
o Department of Education
o Department of Health
o Cork2005
o CNC -
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Interested Individuals
o Cork International Choral Festival - John Fitzpatrick
o Evelyn Grant

Potential Employers
o Opera Cork - Frank Buckley
o Opera 2005 -
o Cork Opera House - Gerry Barnes

Press
o The Irish Examiner
o Inside Cork
o The Irish Times
o The Independent

Radio and Television
o Lyric FM
o 96FM
o RTE
o TV 3 news

Cork Children’s Chorus

Weeks starting: 10, 17 & 21 May 2004

Re: Week’s Tidy Up

A letter of thanks to the various outreach venues as approached and used in Phase Il of
the CCC Workshops / Auditions wouldn’t go amiss this week.

Letter of thanks to Tina Neylon regarding CCC involvement in the Lifelong Learning
Festival.

Re: Publicity

Contact 96FM by email and snailmail suggesting that the CCC be recorded in the near
future for ‘Cork Kids'.

Also, write a short article for Cumann Naisiunta na gCér Newsletter - ‘In Choir’.

Chase and compile all publicity to date.

Re: Cork Children’s Chorus Launch June 2004

A problem has arisen re: the CCC launch. It appears that 40 people is as many as they can
accommodate. | have spoken with Maeve Dineen and asked that she fight our corner for
her. | have also suggested that the CCC Fun Fund could contribute approx. €1000 to the
event. | will continue the chase until, | have something in writing.



Appendix D: Cork Children’s Chorus Week-by-Week 56

Re: Concert at St Francis Church on Monday, 28 June 2004
We are to finalise rehearsal schedule for the concert with the CYO this week.

Re: Design
We can afford neither postcards nor t-shirts! Angela O’Brien is working on getting brightly
coloured t-shirts sponsored by PENNEYS for the CCC launch and first performance.

Re: Endorsement and Sponsorship

Actively begin canvassing for main sponsor (in the region of €25,000 - €30,000).

| had a meeting with Sean McGann last week and although he has no money for us, it was
successful from the point of view that he was both supportive and informative. Have yet to
meet with the other people on my list, however, they do know that | am looking for them!

Re: Artistic Development:
As part of our Arts Participation Programme, we are offering a reduced rate of €3 for

members of CCC to attend COW String Orchestra Concert on 16 May 2004 at the Honan
Chapel, UCC.

CorK Children’s Chorus

Things to do: week starting 31 May 2004

o Accounts up date

Launch Preparation: Pull out all the stops

o Contact 96FM with view to the CCC being recorded for ‘Cork Kids’

o General Press Release

o Contact TV3

o Contact RTE

o Contact Inside Cork (Katie and Eddie)

o Contact The Irish Examiner (Helen O’Callaghan and Declan Hassett)
o Chase up press article in The Corkman for inclusion in our web-Archive
o Update www.corkchildrenschorus as necessary

o Invite List continued and confirmed
o Draft / Design Invite
o Buy (lots of) Ink and 120 grm paper

o T-Shirts for our first public appearances / Contact Angela O’Brien

o Publicity Materials - ie Pencils - for Launch
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o Balloons
o Posters for decoration (visit millennium hall to investigate the space)

o Catering

o Formulate Plan

o Wine, Water and Juices for Adults / Guests

o Fruit, Sandwiches, Additive and Preservative free sweets and Juices for CCC
o Include special dietary requirements for CCC

o Contact Porter at City Hall re: getting in (spoke with Pat Russell - anytime is fine)
o Forward our itinerary asap to Head Porter, John Kenneally

o Letter of Invite / Announcement to all CCC parents for distribution on Saturday, 5
June 2004
o Include confirmed schedule for Wednesday, 16 June 2004

Launch: On the Day
o Source and sort lots and lots of help!
o Plan the get-in / set-up

o Press Pack on the day

o Publicity Materials

o Posters

o Become a friend pack

o Become a sponsor pack

o Join our mailing list (for details of future events, workshops and concerts)
o Prepare ‘CCC Workshops in the Schools’ information pack

o Refreshments

o First Aid

o CCC Costumes

CorK Children’s Chorus

Things to do: week starting 6 June 2004 - Preparation for the Launch

Press Involvement

o Compile General Press Release
o General Press Release to all
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o Contact TV3

o Contact RTE

o Contact Inside Cork (Katie and Eddie)

o Contact The Irish Examiner (Helen O’Callaghan and Declan Hassett)

o Chase up all press article in The Corkman for inclusion in our web-Archive
o Update www.corkchildrenschorus as necessary

Invitations

o Invite List continued and confirmed

o Draft / Design Invite

o Letter of Invite / Announcement to all CCC parents for Saturday, 5 June 2004
o Include CCC confirmed schedule for Wednesday, 16 June 2004

Catering Plan

o Order catering supplies and arrange to collect same
o Go shopping and get sandwich making!

Uniforms

o 70 T-Shirts in assorted sizes and colours (red, blue, yellow and white) have been
kindly given to us by PENNEYS.
o Source and purchase 20 green T-Shirts

Publicity Materials

o CCC Pencil Order (to be collected Monday, 14 June 2004)
o Balloons Order
o CCC Posters for decoration

o Press Pack on the day

o Publicity Materials

o Posters

o Become a friend pack

o Become a sponsor pack

o Join our mailing list (for details of future events, workshops and concerts)
o Prepare ‘CCC Workshops in the Schools’ information pack

Wednesday, 16 June 2004 - Get-In
o Source and sort lots and lots of help for the day

o Compile Launch-Day ltinerary
o Forward our itinerary asap to John Kenneally
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CorK Children’s Chorus

Millennium Hall - Requirements - Wednesday 16 June 2004
o Black curtains in Millennium Hall put away to fullest extent.

o 200 x Good Quality Seating facing north (river) end of the Hall - Green Soft Chairs
from the Main Hall / City Hall Please

o P.A. and microphones, podium for Lord Mayor’s Address with On / Off switch - access
to the equipment.

o Electrical access to two standard 220v plugs at the north (river) end of the Hall for
electronic keyboard and accessories.

o Choral Risers for 106 children at north (river) end of the hall (9 already in Hall, 5 more
if possible)

o Tables (6ft x 2 ft) x 7

o Bins (wire frame) x 5. (Access to skip to dispose of rubbish after)

o Access - from 12 p.m.

o Access to City Hall Car Park via Eglinton Street during the day for unloading.
o Exclusive use of Millennium Hall from 4.00 p.m.

o Access to the Hall via Eglinton Street from 4.30 p.m.

o Wheelchair access via Anglesea Street before launch to be arranged with porters’
office.

o Posters to be Hung in Millennium Hall and at Eglinton Street entrance. Poster on
door at Anglesea Street to redirect people to other door. All using ‘Blu-tack’

o Use of toilets in Millennium Hall

o Use of coat hangers situated in Millennium Hall.
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CorK Children’s Chorus

Order of Events - Launch Day - Wednesday 16 June 2004

12 p.m

4 p.m.
5 p.m.

6.15 p.m.
6 p.m.
5.15 p.m.

7.15 p.m.
7.30 p.m.

8 p.m.
9.p.m.
10.00 p.m

Millennium Hall - Set Up

Seating arranged

P.A. and podium in place

Choral Risers in place

Tables for refreshments x 4 (2 adults + 2 kids) in place
Tables for promotional materials x 2 in place

Set Up glasses, refreshments etc.

Children Arrive to Millennium Hall via Eglinton Street / Angelsea
Street Entrance

CCC Uniform Fitting

CCC Drink and Snack Break

CCC Positioning, Warm Up and Run Through

Snack Break Tidy Up

CCC take their places

Start

Lord Mayor is announced
Lord Mayor’s Address

CCC Brief Address

Training Chorus Performance
Main Chorus Performance
Closing Words

Refreshments
Estimated Finish followed by Tidy Up
All CCC staff & volunteers leave. (Subject to confirmation)

CorK Children’s Chorus

Finalised Launch Invite List

CCC

o The 106 kids & parents = 250 approx.
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o CCC Staff & guests = 8
o CCC Mentors = 10
o Angela O’Brien & Maurice O’Brien

Supporters / Arts Partners
o Triskel - Belinda Quirke, Penny Rae
o Cork City Council - Maeve Dineen, Liz Meany
o RAPID - Sean McGann
o UCC - Paul Everett
o CYO - Tomas McCarthy, Terry McCarthy
o Honan, UCC - Father Joe
o School of Music - Dr Geoffry Spratt, Aiveen Kearney
o Penneys - Brendan Murphy
o Cork City Development Board

Local and National Composers
o C.S.L. Parker - by text
o Alan Cutts
o Declan Townsend
o Angel Climent
o Patrick Zuk
o James Barry
o Donal O’Callaghan
o Professor Cox

Potential Public and Private Investors
o Arts Council
o Department of Education
o Department of Health
o Cork2005
o CNC

Interested Individuals
o Evelyn Grant

Potential Employers
o Opera Cork - Frank Buckley
o Opera 2005 -
o Cork Opera House - Gerry Barnes
o Cork International Choral Festival - John Fitzpatrick

Press
o The Irish Examiner
o Inside Cork
o The Irish Times

61
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o The Independent

Radio and Television
o Lyric FM
o 96FM
o RTE
o TV 3 news

CorK Children’s Chorus

Thursday, 17 June 2004 - Launch Report

Success!!! Millennium Hall looked wonderful with posters, balloons and 100 children dressed
in bright clothes. Everyone stayed on afterwards for wine and juice and told us how great it
all was. Sean McGann became the first ‘Friend’ of Cork Children’s Chorus with a crisp €50
note. The soon outgoing Lord Mayor, Clir Colm Burke offered to act as an advocate on our
behalf with two new financial institutions entering the Cork market. Angel Climent attended
and was delighted that the children were going to be performing his composition with the
Cork Youth Orchestra in the near future. 96FM recorded the launch and have interviewed
both a number of the children and myself for broadcast this coming Sunday. Plenty of our
new friends leaflets have been taken, along with a number of sponsor’s packs. Everyone
worked well together and the whole event went off without a hitch. The future is bright. Now
all we have to do is find a way to pay for it!







